
 

 

COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF JUNE 6, 2016 

 

The Work Session of June 6, 2016 was called to order at 6:35 p.m. in Room 201 and the 

open public notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In 

attendance were Mayor Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford, 

the Borough Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

The Open Public Comment period was announced by the Administrator.  There were no 

comments made at this time. 

 

The Borough Solicitor reviewed the current ordinance from Collingswood regarding 

abandoned properties.  He explained that there are specific procedures that have to be 

carried out per this ordinance, i.e. through the court system obtain permission to take 

over the care of the property, provide a rehabilitation plan for that specific property, 

actually complete the rehabilitation, obtain a lien on the property for the cost of the work 

done and then put the property up for sale.  Collingswood has created a fund starting 

with $200,000, which will be replenished once a property is sold.  A list of the abandoned 

properties needs to be created and maintained and rehabilitate according to that list.    

Commissioner Rochford asked if we could start taking various properties to court via the 

Borough’s current vacant homes ordinance, to which the Solicitor indicated that he 

would have to look into whether or not that could be done.  Commissioner Moscatelli 

noted that we do have a list of 13-14 vacant properties.  The Solicitor indicated that we 

would have to appoint a monitor to ensure adherence to the Statutes.  The Administrator 

indicated that possibly a shared services agreement could be done with Collingswood 

for such a program.  Commissioner Moscatelli asked how the Borough would take 

possession of these vacant/abandoned properties.  The Solicitor replied that we wouldn’t 

take possession, we would only be doing the rehabilitation work to make the property 

ready to be sold, and then would recoup the money when the property is sold.  Mayor 

Kasko asked that all of this information be outlined and emailed to the Commissioners, as 

well as copies of the Collingswood ordinance. 

 

The Commissioners agreed to move the discussion for outside display regulations to a 

future meeting. 

 

The Administrator reviewed with the Commissioners the history of the monthly employee 

parking permit program which started prior to 2007.  The intention was to keep the 

employees from meter feeding on the highway.  Currently there seems to be a greater 

need for the permits than we currently allow.  Since this permit allows the user to park in 

any meter spot in our parking lots she was concerned that there may be people 

purchasing the permit rather than utilizing the long term parking permits also offered, but 

this has been confirmed to not be the case.  Therefore, she is recommending an increase 

in the number of permits sold monthly per a current request.  Commissioner Moscatelli 

suggested that rather than setting the number of permits to be sold by ordinance, 

change the ordinance to state that the number to be sold is set by resolution.  The 

Commissioners agreed to have this ordinance change on the next agenda, then once 

the second reading has been done to add the necessary resolution to the appropriate 

agenda. 

 



 

 

Next, the Commissioners then reviewed a request from the tenant at 111 Lakeview 

Avenue regarding his lease, which ends August 31st.  They would like to renew the lease 

with the option to terminate the lease early without any penalty, as he is trying to find 

another property in Haddonfield.  The Commissioners agreed to that with a 60 day notice 

from either party to terminate the lease.  It was agreed to put this on the July 12th agenda. 

 

The Commissioners also agreed to move discussion of the Haddonfield Foundation 

appointment to a future agenda. 

 

The Administrator reviewed a request from the Fire Chief that a minimum bid be placed 

on the fire apparatus to be sold at auction.  Commissioner Rochford suggested a 

minimum of $7,000.  It is believed that the value of this truck is high enough that be setting 

a minimum figure we are guaranteed of getting the value rather than underselling the 

vehicle.  It was noted that should we not receive bids for at least that amount then we 

can always decide to accept less for the vehicle, or make a donation to the Fire 

Academy.  The Commissioners agreed. 

 

A request from one of the downtown businesses for an event at their store was reviewed 

by the Commissioners.  Specifically discussed was the request for a tent on the sidewalk 

in front of their store.  The Commissioners agreed to the request as long as it did not 

impede pedestrians.  Additionally, the Commissioners asked what the hours of the event 

would be, and for a diagram of the space to be used with the footage.  It was agreed 

that the Clerk would request this information and forward it to the Commissioners once 

received. 

 

The June 14th meeting agenda was reviewed.  The Commissioners specifically reviewed 

the Complete Streets policy to be adopted, as well as the resolution to accept the 2015 

audit and the request from the Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC (PfH) to allow the 

Farmer’s Market organization at some of their events.  It was agreed to let the Farmer’s 

Market set up at these events on a trial basis for the 2016 summer. 

 

Various items for PfH were then reviewed.  The Commissioners agreed to the vacancy 

appointments recommended by PfH, which would be added to the June 12th agenda.  

The Clerk then reviewed the current Code Chapter governing the Business Improvement 

District and asked if there would be any issues with amending the chapter to remove the 

January 1 date for appointments of the alternates.  This would then allow these 

appointments to be brought into line with the other May appointments.  The 

Commissioners agreed to this request.   

 

The Commissioners then agreed to change the date of the July 19th Commissioner 

Meeting to July 12th due to scheduling conflicts. 

 

At 7:13 p.m. Commissioner Rochford made a motion to go into closed session to discuss 

negotiations with 2 Hopkins Lane, LLC regarding the Bancroft Redevelopment Plan. 

Commissioner Moscatelli seconded the motion and the Commissioner approved it 

unanimously. 

 



 

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 7:26 p.m. where they had also 

approved the adjournment of the meeting. 

 

While in closed session it was agreed to add a resolution to the June 14th agenda to 

authorize closing on the Bancroft property purchase. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:26 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 


